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March 14th, 2022 

 
THE WAYWARD ARTIST 

LAUNCHES FIFTH SEASON with “THE TOXIC AVENGER” 
 by Joe DiPietro and lyrics by David Bryan and Joe DiPietro 

 
The Wayward Artist is proud to launch its fifth season of HOPE—transforming a wayward world 
with The Toxic Avenger.  Based on the 1984 cult film, The Toxic Avenger is a hilarious rock musical 
comedy full of irreverent satire, wit, and catchy tunes.  Melvin Ferd, the Third, wants to clean up 
Tromaville, the most polluted town in New Jersey.  Foiled by the mayor's bullies, Melvin is dumped 
into a vat of radioactive toxic waste, only to reemerge as the Toxic Avenger, New Jersey's first 
superhero. Affectionately known as Toxie, our new hero is a seven-foot mutant freak with 
superhuman strength and a heart as big as Newark. He's out to save New Jersey, end global 
warming, and woo the blind librarian in town.  It's a toxic love story with an environmental twist! 
 
CREATIVE TEAM: 
Directed by Craig Tyrl 
Musical Direction by Stephen Hulsey 
Choreography by Keenah Armitage 
Scenic Design by Kristin Campbell 
Lighting Design by Harrison Haug 
Costume/Make-up Design by Marci Alberti 
Properties Design by Natalie Silva 
 
CAST: 
The Toxic Avenger/Melvin Ferd III Joe Stein 
Sarah the Librarian   Madison Stirrett 
Mayor Babs Belgoody/Ma Ferd Natalie Giannosa 
White Dude   Cody Bianchi 
Black Dude   Justin Crawford 
 
GRAND CENTRAL ARTS CENTER 
April 22nd  –  May 8th, 2022  
Thursday-Saturday at 7:30pm 
Sundays at 2:00pm  
 
TICKETS:  
Students $15, Adults $25 
For information and reservations: http://www.thewaywardartist.org/ 
Telephone: 657-205-6273 
FOR MATURE AUDIENCE: Adult language and content 

http://www.thewaywardartist.org/


MEDIA CONTACT: 
Craig Tyrl – Artistic Director, craig@thewaywardartist.org 
 
ABOUT THE WAYWARD ARTIST: 
The Oxford English Dictionary defines “wayward” as conforming to no fixed rule or principle of 
conduct; capricious, unaccountable, erratic, unpredictable, uncontrollable; disposed to go against 
the wishes or advice of others, or what is proper or reasonable; intractable; self-willed; perverse.  
Our work is edgy.  We are not afraid to push the envelope of politeness, political correctness and 
propriety.  We don’t shy away from adult content, language and mature subject matter.  We are 
about innovation and re-invention.  Wherever possible, we delight in showing our audience a mirror 
to challenge pride, prejudice, and point-of-view.   
 

MISSION 
To provide a home for the wayward artist—the lost, the naked, the vulnerable 
To produce wayward work—works forgotten, works re-invented, works unknown 
To transform a wayward world—its arrogance, its ignorance, its complacency 
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